NSZR




In the year 2075, the inner cities have
grown into a decadent, overcrowded
gang-ridden cesspool. If you're not
living uptown, you might as well be
dead. Such is the case of Darius Smith,
an artistic youth living in the hood,
doing his best to avoid trouble and
live life. Unfortunatey, Darius has a
hidden talent-he's an EXPLOSIVE
FIGHTER!

This makes him the target of many
gangs and pits him in many brawls,
landing him in the sights of the
honorable, Timothy Mustafa,
powerful prince and owner of one
of the most successul XOgenaSYS
teams in the country.

XOgenaSYS is a new MMA-inspired
sport and worldwide phenomenon
that's currently the most watched
event in history. Fighters compete

in powerful exoskeletons that allows
the user to gain a powerful range of
superhuman abilities. Most rosters
are comprised of commuted convicts,
former prisoners, and trained worldly
professionals.

CAN DARIUS HOLD HIS OWN, PROTECT
HIS FAMILY, AND BECOME A
CHAMPION?

GREATED BY. dOHNNY 0"BRYANT
STORY BY. TREY MGINTOSH

ART BY. NIKOLAS A. DRAPER-IVEY
RATED 15&UP
TOURNAMENT/DRAMA




AND BRUISER BARNEY
CATCHES ADMONISHER
OFFsuArD!!!

A GREAT REVERSAL HERE/!
NEITHER FISHTER IS
BACKING DOWN/!I/







YEY MA, YOU HEACD BACK
FROM THE PEOPLE AT 'HE
PESTAURANT YET ABOUT
COMN' ON= MY XOGENASYS
SUBSCAIPTION 24N OUT.

MA, YOU'PE WORKING
TWO JOBS. LET ME
HELP YOU.

S LOOK WHAT |
WROTE! THIS WILL

MAKE 4 G000

NENGA DA,
LRS!

I 60T IT, SON
oeT ()u‘ OF Hax
CHOOL

™EN l-t CAN TaLK

It
ﬁb’w_llx( 1 560,
GET & BOOD STOFY AND

MAYEE I'LL D0 1T,

SELL YOUR ART, O4RI,
0O 4RT FOR PEOPLE.

)

YEAH.... | GUESS...
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YOU JUST COULON'T JUST

SO THAT'S YOUR STORY™>

WHY WOLLD I SAY

SORRY POR DEFENDING
MYSELF?




BUT KNOW THIS, IF
FISHT ASAIN AND SET
CAUSHT.

IF I SO MUcH AS
CATCH

WIPING YOUR ASS
SIDEWAYS...

- N ONE
TLON FAGMTEEN YOULL RE
TRANSFERRED 10 Bhe 807

GET OUT OF
MY OFFICE.




YOU 3
THAT'S THE NEXY STOV
AFTER RNCH DANSON! @

e [ CON'T CARE, MY 0SS 15 NOT,
ENDING P THEGE

f".—
o




ALL RIGHT//
END OF THE LINE/!/

T

THE LESS PEOPLE I{
TALK TO THE BETTER..

I\

ol HOPEFLILLY, I WON'T §
0| SEE ANYONE T KNOW }
HERE...




THE FLAMING 60°S. THESE ASSHATS
RPUN THE GAMUT OF THUGSERY IN THESE

STREETS... NOT DEALING WITH THIS
RIGHT NOW...."

"'sopey, seuH, IT'S
| YOU OF Mé...




SOT MY LOCKER..NOT \L |
TOO FAR FROM THE BUS |
STOP. IF | NEEDED TO DI,
I COULD CLIME OUT THAT
WINDOW..

1 THOUGHT THAT WAS YOU!
O-RIDE, THEY FINALLY 6OT
YOU, HUH? YOU 60002 YOUu

LOOK LIKE YOU 60TTA-~

NA&H, I°M &00D.
ANO THAT'S NOT
MY FUCKING NAME,

COME ON, BRUH/
YOU KNOW I'M
JUST PLAYIN-

REMEMEER ALL THEM
SCRAPS WE GOT IN....

L —




AW COME O,
CON'T BE LIKE THAT,
| KNOW YOU PENENBED
THOSE Sco-

BECAUSE YOU KEPT
RUNNIN' YOUR MOUTH/
NOT SOMETHING TO g€
PROUD OF!

‘L YEAH, ALL THOSE SCRAPS

7 an0 gy SNCkNG rapfwv
YOU MEAN T JOW “THE

PLANINE E0r'S*%; ’ YOU want b
ME 70 OYE MY HA®, owr> J

WE COLLD USE SOMEBODY
WITH HANDS LIKE YOURS
IN THE SROUP—

NO, KENNY.
THE ANSWER IS NO.







LET'S TRY THIS ASAIN...
WHAT’S IT GONNA 8E?

\ MAYBE YOU NEED

YOU'RE QUIET!
CAN'T HAVE THAT,.,

\ SOME CONVINCING!

LEAVE ME ALONE/!/




¥ ¥ YOU OON'T
ROLL WITH US

THEN YOU'RE A

AGAINST US.

Sl

CALL IT WHAT
YOU WANT...

I'M STILL
\ NOT JOINING...
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DAY, ONE.
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COME ON, YOU KNOW WAHT
THIS IS! &IVE IT UP! ANDALE!

TAKE MORE.

by UH-Ur, NO TIVE
B2FPORE THE PISS
SET HECE




HEY Y'ALL,
THERE HE O/

SC iy
FN_"‘I'DG/THt( s/
L THINE e

w2

LOOK, 1M ON MY 'WeY 10
PICK UP MY SISTED, 1 CON'T oo W AIN'T TOVNA
HAVE TIVE FOP ANY~ HEAR ANY OF THAT
WE FOP ANY Bin LSt




I ONLY YO CHANGE
YOUS MIND. ALL O
COLLOVE BEEN
AOWED,

YOU JUST DON'T SEE IT, DO YOU?
I'M TRYING TO HELP YOU OUT. YOU
WANT SOMETHING GOOD OUT OF

LIFE, ESPECIALLY IN THIS CITY, IT'S

) YOUR ONLY OPTION.

I'M PRETTY SURE THERE'S
OTHER OPTIONS OUT THERE.
I'M NOT JOININE YOLIR EANG

AND THAT'S NOT &60IN&
TO CHANEE. PISS OFF.







WHERE IS HE?
HE'S GONNA 8E LATE.

PLEASE STOP...PLEASE...STOP....PLEASE...
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NOT AS FAST
AS YOU USED TO
B8E. DAMN SHAME.
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THERE ARE TIMES
WHEN YOU CAN'T
WALK AWAY BECAUISE

PEOPLE WON'T
LET YOLL..

JWHEN THAT HAPPENS,
STAND YOUR &ROUND.
THAT'S THE ONLY
TIME I THINK YOU
SHOULD FIGHT,

DOES THAT MEAN

YOU FISHT FOR YOU'LL TEACH

PROTECTION,
AND FORYOUR AGILITY ME HOW
o see - TO FIGHT?

ANOTHE® DAY,

I DION'T
SAY THAT,




LENA, €0 TO
YOUR ROOM /
AND STAY THERE.

CARILUS

WALTER SMITH,
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT
TO REMAIN SILENT
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| S et N e? T TN,
THAT/S IT....

N

I SCREWED,UPMOMILENARI'M
FOR,BREAKING MY,

... T'M SORRY T WON'T
8E THERE FOR YOLU.




HASN'T EVEN
BEEN A FULL WEEK AND
SOT PINCHED ASAIN

DON'T TELL
NE YOU 8UY INTO
THAT SHIT,

IF YOU WERE IN THE
2 SITULT! 5
WOULON'T YOU 0O Tve
SAME?




HELLO, MR.SMITH,
YOU'VE HAD A VERY
BUSY WEEK.

T TAKE IT YOU KNOW N
WHO I AM? THIS BEING
A NEW SEASON, MY
PICTURES BEEN ALL

OVER THE PLACE.




AND YOI

FIFTEEN YEARS OLD

VIRAL,
NOPMAL FOR

LU'VE ALREADY GONE
GRANTED ,THAT'S

KIDS THESE-

OH CcrAP.

I'M
SURPRISED YOU
DIDON'T KILL ANY OF
THEM., YOU MUST
LIKE FIGHTING.

IT’S LIE 4 ORU@ FOR

YOU, AND YOU TOOK
THE HIT TO THE HEAD.

YELH, 1 DID ENJOY IT
GUT LOOK WHECE T AM
NOW?>

THAT'S JUST T THOUSH
YOU DION'T ENJOY T,
NOT LIKE THAT,,, I'M 6C
10 CUT 1O THE OHA%e

NG

BUYING YOUR
FREEDOM,
MR. SMITH.




BUYING
MY FREEDOM?/
WHY?

IT°% YOUR TICKET OUT OF
THS, FIBHTING SKLLS LE
YOURS CAN'T WASTE L) IN

YOU'LL GE AN INSPIRATION
FOR OTHERS LIKE YOU, WANTING
TO PISE UP AND SHOW THIS
SYSTEM IT CAN'T KEEP THEM

XO MATCHES IN THE
CHAVAONSHP
TOURNAMENTS CAN TUEN
INTO DEATH DUELS, RIGHT™ TLL
TUEN INTO
A BLOOD $POST IF-

ONLY IF YOU L2T 1T
DRAS ON THAT LONE. YOU'VE 60T THE
SKIL, YOU 80T THE ORIVE. AND RISHT

NOW, YOUR MOTHER'S BILLS ARE PAID IN

FULL.

PR ——



ALL OF HER DEBT FROM 5 &
THE PAST, CLEARED. HER LATE BILLS, PAID,
EVEN GAVE HER SOME SEED MONEY TO
GET A DECENT PLACE UPTOWN., YOU CAN
PUT HER IN A BIGGER PLACE, IF THAT'S
YOUR THING,

i 1
WL IT'S FOR THEM. 3%
IT'S FOR THE FUTLIRE..!"

=% =3 % i ¥
& & ,,,AND IT'LL KEEP ME ¥
% OUT OF. JAIL, 50.....} §

¥




il 0L\ EeD.
MOPENASYS WILL I IN OCTOBER.




